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Article 32.10: Non-Market Country FTA 

 

1. At least 3 months prior to commencing negotiations, a Party shall inform the other Parties of its intention to commence free 

trade agreement negotiations with a non-market country. For purposes of this Article, a non-market country is a country that 

on the date of signature of this agreement at least one Party has determined to be a non-market economy for purposes of its 

trade remedy laws and is a country with which no Party has a free trade agreement. 

2. Upon request, the Party shall provide as much information as possible regarding the objectives for those negotiations. 

3. As early as possible, and no later than 30 days before the date of signature, that Party shall provide the other Parties with an 

opportunity to review the full text of the agreement, including any annexes and side instruments, in order for the Parties to be 

able to review the agreement and assess its potential impact on this Agreement. If the Party involved requests that the text be 

treated as confidential, the other Parties shall maintain the confidentiality of the text. 

4. Entry by any Party into a free trade agreement with a non-market country, shall allow the other Parties to terminate this 

Agreement on six-month notice and replace this Agreement with an agreement as between them (bilateral agreement). 

5. The bilateral agreement shall be comprised of all the provisions of this Agreement, except those provisions the relevant Parties 

decide are not applicable as between them. 

6. The relevant Parties shall utilize the six-month notice period to review the Agreement and determine whether any 

amendments should be made in order to ensure the proper operation of the bilateral agreement.  

7. The bilateral agreement enter into force 60 days after the date on which the parties to the bilateral agreement have notified 

each other that they have completed their respective applicable legal procedures. 
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To send a comment or leave feedback, email us at blog@cdhowe.org. 

A few brief comments regarding Article 32.10 of the USMC Agreement (attached) may be appropriate, since it’s generated a fair amount of 
comment since the text was released on 30 September 2018. 
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